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In order to reconnoitre Pouilly, troops go into action
in that dnection The enemy is reported to be near
Varois and St. Apollmaire; security is ensured by
occupying Epirey. The Epirey affair being settled,
the attack on Pomlly is then proceeded with, but not
before. This enables the commanding officer, by keeping
one battalion which will move from one point to the
other, to have

Six companies at Epirey, in case the enemy should
attack;

Eight companies at Pouilly, when that place comes to
be attacked.

Here comes in again the art of always and before all
securing numbers by manoeuvring, this must be done
without giving up anything, by laying hands on the
" points d'appm," the strength of which will enable the
small occupying numbeis to fulfil their mission and to
hold on

The same applies to attacking it must be conducted
as far as possible not against a line or a front, but against
one point, I may add, against a point which ought to
be not one taken at random, but in general a salient or
a wing, because the attacking force may m that case
make the most advantageous, that is the most com-
plete, use of the numerical superiority, of the numbers,
it possesses.

By acting m this way, it encircles its adversary.
Being more extensive than the line enveloped, the
enveloping line can deploy more rifles, more guns than
the adversary On such an extensive enveloping line,
the attacking force discovers, moreover, the space and
the ground for approach, for manoeuvre under cover,
and finally for hurling its mass forward.

It thus secures the means of iflihsmg in a superior
way the two arguments it is using fire and shock.

Once one point of the resisting line has been carried,
that line falls easily.

Under the pressure of the two battalions, which have
been preceded by a powerful fire and which have been
able to manoeuvre and to advance under cover, because
they had a large space of ground at their disposal,
Pouilly is taken, in spite of the somewhat vigorous
resistance of the chateau

The mam line of resistance, behind PouiIIy, consists ;